
 

 
 

Medical Deans’ Annual Conference 
19 – 20 September 2019 

The University of Melbourne  
Woodward Conference Centre 

Level 10, Melbourne Law (Building 106) 
185 Pelham St, Carlton 

 
 

Day 1: Thursday 19 September 2019 
 

Time Topic Speaker(s) 

8:30-9:00 Registration 

9:00-9:20 Welcome to Country 

Welcome to The University of Melbourne 
 

Wurundjeri Elder Perry Wadin 
 

Professor John Prins  
Head Melbourne Medical School 
 

Professor Duncan Maskell 
Vice-Chancellor, The University of 
Melbourne 

President’s Welcome Professor Ian Symonds 
Dean of Medicine - Head of School, 
University of Adelaide 
President Medical Deans Australia 
and New Zealand 

9:20-10:40 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Session 1 – Transforming more than the intake 
Finding, teaching and supporting students who will flourish 
and be inspired and seek a future medical career meeting 
community needs; how do we train for a lifelong learning 
journey, as well as being well prepared for their internship; 
young doctors as a force for change, as part of their social 
contract. 
 

Presenters: 
- Professor Kirsty Forrest, Dean Bond Medical School: 

changing student selection 
- Ms Tricia Greenway, community representative: 

changing community expectations 
- Dr Joanna Flynn AM: how the profession is 

responding 
- A/Professor Joanne Baxter, Otago Medical School: 

Attracting, supporting and valuing diversity 
- Ms Jessica Yang, President AMSA: the students’ 

perspective 
 

Facilitated panel/audience discussion 

Chair: Professor Peter Crampton 
Otago Medical School 

Chair MDANZ Social Accountability  
Committee 

10:40-11:00 Morning Tea 



                                                                        

  

 
Day 1: Thursday 19 September 2019 continued 

 

11:00-12:30 
 

 

 
 

 

Session 2 – How can we ensure safe, supportive 
cultures and behaviours in teaching environments 

The issues our students face and experience; our 
responsibilities to ensure a safe environment – not only on 
our campuses but where our students undertake work-based 
learning. 

Presenters: 

- Ms Ellie Baxter, New Zealand Medical Student 
Association:  the student experience 

- Professor Imogen Mitchell, Dean ANU Medical 
School:  findings of ANU survey 

- Ms Bernadette McDonald, CEO Canberra Hospital: 
how Canberra Hospital is addressing the issue  

- Dr Gerald Hickson, Vanderbilt University Medical 
Centre: Strategies to change unacceptable 
behaviour by doctors – via videoconference 

 

Facilitated panel/audience discussion 

 

Chair: Professor Brian Kelly 

Head of School, Joint Medical 
Program, University of Newcastle 
and University of New England 

Chair MDANZ Student Health 
Committee 

12:30-1:30 Lunch    (Lunchtime meeting for UCAT Members – side room off the conference room) 

1:30-2:30 Allan Carmichael Memorial Lecture 
 

Dr Joanna Flynn AM 

2:30-4:00 
 

 

Session 3 – Teaching Indigenous health and culturally 
safe practice 

Are we delivering what the community, our students and our 
educators need? 

Presenters: 
- Ms Donnella Mills, Acting Chair NACCHO: The 

communities’ perspective 
- Professor Geoff McColl, Chair AMC Medical Schools 

Accreditation Committee: the Medical Council’s 
perspective 

- Dr Curtis Walker, Chair Medical Council of New 
Zealand: the regulator’s perspective 

- Professor Shaun Ewen, LIME Network: Insights 
from Indigenous medical educators 

 

Facilitated panel/audience discussion 
 

Chair: Professor Sandra Eades 

Associate Dean (Indigenous), Faculty 
of Medicine, Dentistry and Health 
Sciences, University of Melbourne 

4:00-5:00 Medical Deans’ Meeting – Members only 



                                                                        

  

 
 

Conference Dinner at SEA LIFE Melbourne Aquarium 
6:30 – 10pm Thursday 19 September 

 
 

Buses will depart the Larwill Studio Hotel, Flemington Rd, at 18:00 and  
depart the restaurant at 22:00, returning back to the Larwill Hotel. 

 
 
 
 

Welcome:  Professor Shitij Kapur 
Dean, Faculty of Medicine, Dentistry and Health Sciences 
Assistant Vice-Chancellor (Health) 
The University of Melbourne 

 
 

Dinner speaker: Professor Paul Torzillo AM 

Head, Respiratory Medicine Royal Prince Alfred Hospital 
Clinical Professor Medicine at University of Sydney 
Director Health Habitat 

 
  



                                                                        

  

 
 
Day 2: Friday 20 September 2019 
 

Time Topic Speaker(s) 

8:30-8:40 Welcome 
Recap of Day 1 and outline sessions for Day 2 

Professor Ian Symonds 

Dean of Medicine - Head of School, 
University of Adelaide 

President Medical Deans Australia 
and New Zealand 

8:40-10:10 
 
 

 

 

 

Session 4 – The challenges facing medical education 
 

What are the major challenges we’re facing? In what areas 
are we delivering for our students, our patients and our 
communities, and where aren’t we? What might disrupt our 
model, and how might this impact us and our students? 
What does innovative disruption look like for medical 
schools, and what are the outcomes we are seeking? 
 

Presenters 

- Professor Lambert Schuwirth, Strategic Professor 
in Medical Education, Flinders University College of 
Medicine and Public Health 

- Dr Bec Szabo, Obstetrician/Gynaecologist & 
Medical Educator at the University of Melbourne 

- Dr Joe Kolars, Senior Associate Dean, Education 
and Global Initiatives, University of Michigan 
Medical School (via videoconference) 

 

Facilitated panel/audience discussion 
 

Chair: Professor Kirsty Forrest 

Dean of Medicine, Faculty of Health 
Sciences & Medicine, Bond 
University 

Chair MDANZ Medical Education 
Collaborative Committee 

10:10-10:20 Morning Tea 

10:20-11:00 

 

 

Session 5 – Associate members 

The outcomes of the review of Fiji’s medical program 

 
 

 
A profile of Papua New Guinea medical students 

 

 

Professor William May 

Dean, Fiji National University College 
of Medicine Nursing & Health 
Sciences 

 
Professor Nakapi Tefuarani 
Dean, University of Papua New 
Guinea School of Medicine and 
Health Sciences 
 

 
 
 



                                                                        

  

 
Day 2: Friday 20 September 2019 continued 
 

11:00-12:00 Session 6 – Research environment and its implications 
for the curricula:  
What are the main issues and opportunities in the research 
environment at the moment, and how are medical schools 
responding? What are the outcomes we are seeking from our 
research teaching, and are we achieving them? Are there any 
other implications from our research curriculum? How can 
we improve the path to a clinician-researcher career? 
 

Presenters 
- Professor Doug Hilton AO, Director Walter and Eliza 

Hall Inst.:  Strengthening the relationships between 
Medical Schools and MRIs 

- A/Professor Di Eley, Director of MD Research & 
Research Training, University of Queensland: 
Research in the Curriculum 

- Professor Stuart Carney, Deputy Executive Dean 
Faculty of Medicine, University of Queensland: 
Strengthening Clinical Academic Pathways 

 

Facilitated panel/audience discussion 

 

Chair: Professor Annemarie 
Hennessy 

Dean, School of Medicine Western 
Sydney University 

Chair MDANZ Research Committee 

12:00-12:50 Session 7 – The importance of data 
 

 

- Release of 2019 MSOD Report and its key findings 
- Overview of our data linkage work 
 

Workshop at tables 
- What data do we need? What questions are we 

being asked now? What might we need in the 
foreseeable future? 

- What value can MSOD offer to our medical schools’ 
research work? Are we asking the right questions? 

- How can we more effectively streamline our 
surveys, and/or connect with other surveys our 
students are asked to complete? 

Chairs: Professor Ian Symonds 

Dean of Medicine - Head of School, 
University of Adelaide 

President Medical Deans Australia 
and New Zealand 

 

Professor Richard Murray 

Dean of the College of Medicine and 
Dentistry, James Cook University 

Chair MDANZ Data Committee 

12:50-1:00 Wrap-up and close Professor Ian Symonds 

Dean of Medicine - Head of School, 
University of Adelaide 

President Medical Deans Australia 
and New Zealand 

1pm Lunch   

 


